ESSA and BSF

The English Secondary Students’ Association (ESSA) is working to become the representative body for all secondary school students in England. Launched in 2005 at the Trades Union Congress, ESSA follows the example of its European counterparts who have celebrated great success in recent years, gaining influence and respect. We believe that every young person has the right to have a voice in issues that directly affect them. Therefore, we support and promote initiatives that enable greater student participation and consultation, such as school councils, citizens’ juries, student interviewers, students as researchers, students as observers and student governors to name a few.
At the heart of ESSA is the student council, made up of two representatives from each of the nine political regions in England. We are run by young people and for young people, mirroring our belief in young people’s participation in the structure of our own organisation. In the community we provide training and support to students, giving them the tools and information they need to create, develop and promote a campaign. We also meet with other bodies to ensure that, as far as possible, the needs and opinions of young people are considered in the decision-making process. ESSA is keen to build on its advocacy work and raise the views of its members in the media.

ESSA’s involvement with Building Schools for the Future (BSF) has been focused on the consultation part of the process. In Waltham Forest ESSA ran a consultation involving over 17,000 young people at different levels. However, as well as focusing on young people ESSA has developed consultations that involve all stakeholders, such as in our whole school audit. Further ways in which schools and local authorities might involve ESSA in BSF are listed below.

The focus for transformation and expectations of impact / outcomes

· A more cohesive student body with a sense of ownership and belonging.

· Greater democracy throughout the whole school.

· Spaces that fit around the needs of the learners, not vice versa.
· Recognition of rights and the responsibilities that go with them.

· School is a part and continuation of the community, as well as being a safe haven from the dangers of the outside world.

· A strong support network that all students are aware of and may even participate in.

· School interactions with the community.

· Every student has the opportunity to achieve his/her full potential.
· Increased involvement of students in the decision making process to be used as a learning tool itself.

· Peer-mentoring and older-younger student partnerships.

· Also see points below

· Students have a passion for learning, see how it is relevant to their lives outside of school, and have the skills to bridge the gap.

· Students are involved in shaping their own curriculum.

· Learning is personalised and appropriate to the needs, values and expectations of the student.

· Learning is exploratory and exciting.
Support that ESSA can offer

Materials and Resources
· Citizen’s Juries in Schools – packs providing information on how schools can create structures for student engagement.

· Website and Networking – members section of our website with resources and forums. Thousands of students across the country are involved, making it a fantastic opportunity for ideas-sharing.
Training

· Asking the Right Questions – provides students with the skills to find out what their peers think and shows them how to represent these.

· Confidence in Communications – develops communication skills and the tools to follow ideas through.

· Campaign for Change – students identify problems that they want to solve and are taken through the process of developing solutions.

Consultations

· ESSA has experience in conducting large consultations with young people, using a variety of methods. Experience working with young people combined with our young-person-led approach leads to a very high response rate. 

· Whole school audit – a consultation developed by ESSA, involving everyone involved in the school, including students, teaching staff and non-teaching staff.
See www.studentvoice.co.uk for more information
