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Becta www.becta.org.uk is the government agency leading the national drive to ensure the effective and innovative use of technology throughout learning. 

It is our ambition to utilise the benefits of technology to create a more exciting, rewarding and successful experience for learners of all ages and abilities, enabling them to achieve their potential. 

We do this in many ways. We work with government to lead the delivery and development of the Harnessing Technolgy Strategy (e-strategy), and we influence the strategic direction and development of national education policy, to best take advantage of new and emerging technology. We also work with industry and education providers to make sure the right technology is available, and we set standards and provide tools that help establish and promote best practice.

Our work cuts across a wide range of priority areas and key themes. These include enabling people to have equal opportunity and access to learning resources, creating links between schools and the home, ensuring the safety of all learners, personalising learning to enable learners and practitioners to interact and inspire each other, helping providers to plan effective investment in technology in building or refurbishment work, and using technology to ensure efficiency and value for money. 

We know that technology has the potential to transform learning. We are committed to inspiring education providers to realise that potential, and equip learners for Britain’s future success. 

The Harnessing Technology strategy is informed by five key cross-sector themes:

· Promoting a technology-related learner entitlement, and working to close the gap for disadvantaged learners to enable all learners to access and use technology effectively, safely and purposefully in support of their learning

· Putting in place universal access to powerful learning tools, content and support for family and informal learning

· Helping to secure better teaching by fully exploiting the benefits of technology to provide professional tools and support for teachers

· Mobilising leadership at all levels of the system through nationally recognised leadership networks supporting innovation and knowledge transfer

· Developing fit-for-purpose system-wide national digital infrastructure that supports personal ownership and environmental sustainability

Becta provide a wide range tools and guidance which can be used to support local authorities and schools in their ICT visioning, planning and development. In particular, it is beneficial for schools entering the BSF programme to undertake the ICT self-review framework (SRF) if they have not already done so https://selfreview.becta.org.uk . A self-review framework for local authorities is currently being trialled and developed. Please contact our regional team for further information.

Becta have regionally based advisers who can support LAs in their engagement with schools. The team can be contacted by email at engage@becta.org.uk
